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that legislation would be brought during the present session,  more  or
less giving effect to the  wishes expressed in Mr. Bourke's speech and

motion. Mr. Duncan had to admit that the British Government  was tied

down by promises made before the war; we shall see how the  promises
are fulfilled.
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182. SUICIDE AMONG INDENTURED INDIANS

Mr. Lyttelton has, to our utter astonishment, if the cable report is
correct, told Sir Mancherjee Bhownaggree that the rate of suicides among
the indentured Indians is not great and that, consequently, he would not
institute an enquiry.

According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica: "Its existence is rightly
looked upon as a sign of the presence of maladies in the body-politic
which, whether remediable or not, deserves careful consideration". So
even apart from the question of the largeness of the number of deaths
from suicide, it is a matter which requires investigation. Even the
Protector of Immigrants in his report does not go as far as Mr. Lyttelton;
he considers the death-rate to be sufficiently great to deserve more than a
passing mention.

But let us compare statistics. Out of the free Indian population of
51,259, there were eight suicides. Out of the 30,131 indentured Indians,
there were twenty-three. This by itself ought to make one pause. According
to the table given in Encyclopaedia Britannica, Saxony had the highest rate,
namely, 371 per million in 1882. The rate amongst the indentured Indians
is 741 per million. Does not this great disparity between the highest figures
on the continent and among the indentured Indians in Natal require-some
consideration? And yet, as we have repeated before, for the present we
blame nobody; we have suspended judgment. Probably the cause is
simple, and capable of an easy explanation. All we demand, with the
greatest deference to Mr. Lyttelton, is that the matter should be
probed to the bottom and cleared up in the interests of justice and
humanity. We hope, therefore, that Sir Mancherjee having taken it up
will not allow it to slide down, but persist in his enquiry.
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183. MORE DISABILITIES
The Transvaal Government Gazette for the 1st July contains a draft
Ordinance to regulate brick-making, lime-burning and quarrying on
proclaimed land, in which we read the following in section 3 of the
Ordinance:
Any white male inhabitant of this Colony over the age of eighteen shall be at